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Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: The emergence of social web platforms and their advantages, such as
empowering researchers to share outputs, enabling scientific interactions, accessibility, ease of use,
being free of charge, and publish information at a much faster rate than citation, have led to recent
advancements in information technology and the rise of social media. Researchers now share,
discuss, and disseminate their scientific publications beyond traditional channels. With the growing
use of social networks, the need to assess the impact of research shared through these platforms has
become apparent. Therefore, alongside traditional scientometric indicators, such as the number of
articles, h-index, citations, and scientific collaborations, metrics that reflect the frequency of articles
being mentioned or highlighted on social media, known as altmetric indicators, have emerged. This
study aims to evaluate the scientific outputs of researchers at Kerman University of Medical Sciences

based on both scientometric and altmetric indicators.

Methods: This descriptive-analytical study employed scientometric methods using altmetric
indicators. The research population consisted of articles indexed by researchers of Kerman
University of Medical Sciences in the Scopus database. To conduct the study, data for each article,
including title, year of publication, number of received citations, DOI, etc., were extracted into an
Excel file. To obtain the altmetric score for each article, the Altmetric website was accessed, and
each article was searched using its bibliographic information. If an altmetric score was available, it
was collected and saved in an Excel file. Data collection was observational, and the data from the

completed checklists were analyzed using descriptive and analytical statistics in Excel.
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Results: The scientific output of Kerman University of Medical Sciences showed a significant
upward trend from 2013 to 2022. The number of articles increased from 228 in 2013 to 1,300 1n 2022,

indicating substantial improvement in the university’s research activities.

Discussion and Conclusion: The significant correlation found in this study suggests that the more
research outputs are present on social media platforms, the higher the likelihood of receiving future

citations.

Keywords: Altmetrics, Scientometrics, Alternative Metrics, Kerman University of Medical

Sciences, Scientific Outputs
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