Abstract

Introduction & Objective: Entrepreneurship and increasing entrepreneurial activities can
be a good driver for growth and development of societies and increase income and improve
the lives of individuals. On the other hand, the attitude of the students towards the
educational field and the future of the job should always be considered by the authorities
of the education and welfare system in each country. The purpose of this study was to
investigate the entrepreneurial spirit of Iranian medical library and information students
and their relationship with their view of field and future career.

Methods: This was a descriptive-analytical study. The statistical population of the study
consisted of all students studying library and information science at Isfahan University of
Medical Sciences, Iran, Tehran, Kerman, Shahid Beheshti, Ahvaz, Bushehr, Tabriz,
Hamadan Zahedan and Abadan between 2014 and 2019. There were 977 people. Sample
size was randomly stratified based on the number of students in the mentioned universities
and educational levels and 280 people were selected. The data collection tool consisted of
3 sections: demographic information, entrepreneurial spirit standard questionnaire, future
job standard questionnaire and attitude to field of study. Data were analyzed by SPSS
software version 22 and independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Mann-Whitney, Kruskal-
Wallis and Pearson correlation.

Results: The results showed that the components of creativity, risk-taking, achievement,
independence and internal control were in a good condition in the majority of respondents.
There was no significant difference between the mean score of entrepreneurial spirit by
gender, university, educational level and year of entry (P-value <0.05). Also, there was no
significant difference between the viewpoints of library and medical information students
regarding their future career in terms of gender, university, educational level and year of
entry (P-value <0.05). There was no significant difference between the viewpoints of
librarian and medical information students regarding gender and university (P-value
<0.05), but there was a significant difference between this component and educational level
and year of entry (P <0.05). > P-value). The results also showed that there was a significant
relationship between entrepreneurial spirit of Iranian library and medical information
students and their view of career and educational field (P-value <0.05).

Discussion and Conclusion: According to the results, it is necessary to review and update
the content of the courses of medical librarians and medical information departments of the
country, while enriching their content in order to focus on entrepreneurship issues and
empowering students to promote Students' attitude towards their future career and attitude
towards library and information science in Iran.
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