Abstract

Background and Objective: Timely access to medical information, prevents mistakes and
promotes healthcare services. Clinical librarians play an important role in this field by
having their own knowledge and skills in identifying, searching, selecting and evaluating
medical information sources. For this reason, clinical librarians have been seen as a part of
the health system in many countries from a long time ago. Also clinical librarianship is a
part of evidence-based medicine. But their position in lranian hospitals seems to be
neglected. The purpose of this research was to investigate the challenges of implementing
the clinical librarianship project in Kerman province and providing a strategic guide.
Methodology: This study was carried out qualitatively throught content analysis. The
participants included a number of medical doctors, medical librarians and hospital
managers. The sampling was purposeful and the semi-structured interviews were used to
collect the data. Then the data was analyzed with One Note 2010 in three steps: open
coding, axial coding and selective coding.

Results: The results showed that the clinical librarian dose not have an appropriate position
and is limited to the library. According to the respondents, the clinical librarian should be
a sponsor, organizer and information consultant.The barriers mentioned about their
presence in the medical treatment team included lack of information and skills, lack of
knowledge about clinical librarian services, mental and psychological factors, educational
weaknesses , lack of acceptance and social acceptability, lack of attention from the
authorities and the cost of clinical librarian services. Improving the academic and practical
skills of librarians, optimizing management and planning, providing facilities and
informing about the services and functions of clinical librarians can eliminate the obstacles
for implementing. the clinical librarianship project, and provide the necessary
infrastructure for implementing the clinical librarian plan, including financial
infrastructure, scientific and educational infrastructure, and cultural, administrative and
physical infrastructure.

Conclusion: In order to properly implement the clinical librarian's plan in Iran, in addition
to holding workshops and training courses and familiarising physicians and students with
clinical librarianship guidelines, there should be sufficient funds and facilities to provide
infrastructure for the implementation of the clinical librarianship projects in the nation’s
hospitals.
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