Abstract:

Introduction & Objective: Medical error is the most important problem in the field of health care.
One of the ways that can be effective in reducing medical errors is to use evidence-based medicine.
Nowadays, due to the emergence of new information and communication technologies, the
importance of information literacy in accessing information in evidence-based practice has
increased and the need for clinicians to appear as the first person in clinical decision making.
Therefore, the present study addresses the relationship between information literacy and Evidence-
based medicine and its impact on the level of knowledge and attitude of clinical assistants towards
medical error.

Materials and Methods: This study is a descriptive-analytical survey. The research community
included 150 clinical assistants from Kerman University of Medical Sciences. Sampling was done
in accessible form. The data collection tool was a 4-part questionnaire consisting of demographic
information, information literacy, evidence-based medicine and medical error, which was designed
based on the Likert spectrum. The questionnaires were distributed in two ways: face to face and
online questionnaire via telegram and email. Data analysis was performed using Pearson
correlation coefficient, linear regression analysis, independent t-test, one-way ANOVA and
multiple linear modeling with SPSS-22 software.

Results: Out of 150 completed questionnaires among clinical assistants, their average information
literacy was 3.18, their use of evidence-based medicine was 2.78 and their knowledge and attitude
towards medical error equaled 3.09 Was obtained. Also, Pearson correlation coefficient was used
to prove the existence or non-relationship between variables. The results of the study showed that
there is a significant relationship between the components of information literacy and evidence-
based medicine at a significant level of 0.05. Finally, there is a significant relationship between
the two skills of information literacy and evidence-based medicine with a correlation coefficient
of 5.29 at a significant level of 0.001. With the increase of information literacy, the use of
evidence-based medicine also increases. The results showed that there is a significant relationship
between the information literacy and evidence-based medicine with the knowledge and attitude of
the assistants about the medical error. Also, there is no meaningful relationship between variables
with gender, work experience, education, level of care, year of specialization and specialized
groups.

Discussion and Conclusion: Based on the analysis of the findings, it can be concluded that due
to the relationship between the level of information literacy of the assistants and their ability to
evidence based practice and the effect of two skills on the knowledge and attitude of the assistants
towards the Medicine error, the need for learning and enhancing information literacy and the
ability of assistants to function in evidence-based practice, will improve the performance of
assistants in clinical decision-making and ultimately lead to community health



