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Abstract

Background and purpose: One of the methods of evaluating scientific productions that has been of
notice for a long time is citation analysis. According to the limitations of citation analysis and the spread
of social media and their importance in the dissemination of research findings, the need for new
indicators, which are called Altmetrics, along with traditional indicators, seems necessary for research
evaluation. Therefore, the purpose of the current research is to investigate the status of articles in the field
of Addiction to opioids based on bibliometric and altmetrics indicators, as well as to determine the

relationship between the citation performance and the altmetrics performance of articles in this field.

Materials and methods: The current research is descriptive-analytical of an applied type, which was
carried out using bibliometric and altmetrics methods. The research population includes 16,803 titles of
articles in the field of addiction to opioids indexed in the Scopus database from the beginning to 2022.
For data collection, Scopus database and PlumX tool were used, and Excel and SPSS software were used

for data analysis.

Findings: 80.6% of the examined productions have received citation. 95% of these products have been
noticed at least once in one of the social media. Also, of five PlumX metrics, the usage has the most
statistics. The captures is in the second place, the social media is in the third place, and the citation and
mentions are in the next ranks. The results of the research show that statistically, there is a significant and

positive relationship between the number of citations and all the altmetrics.

Conclusion: Considering the existence of positive correlation between citation and altmetrics indicators
in this study, it can be said that social media can have a positive effect on the number of citation of
scientific articles. Therefore, researchers in the field of addiction to opioids can use social media and

share their works in various social media in order to receive citation for their scientific activities.
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